January 23rd - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Participate in Pope Francis’s Synod at Your Parish – Take the Disciple Maker Index Survey!
Pope Francis invites the whole Church to participate in the preparatory process for the upcoming Synod of Bishops on
Synodality. This unprecedented opportunity will facilitate discussion and reflection to help shape the Church’s understanding of herself and her mission of evangelization and forming disciples. The Archdiocese of San Francisco has kicked-off the
local synodal process this month by asking every Catholic to participate in the Disciple Maker Index survey between now
and February 15. The process will continue in February and March with engagement sessions offered throughout the Archdiocese. The Disciple Maker Index survey is a nationally recognized survey administered at parishes around the United
States and Canada since 2013 by The Catholic Leadership Institute. The results from this survey will provide baseline
feedback from which content for engagement sessions will be developed. To take the survey for your parish, go
to www.sfarch.org/synod and click on your parish. Be sure to participate by February 15!
2021 CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you so much for sharing your blessings from God with the parish of St. John the Evangelist. The Parish Office will
be happy to issue “Thank you” and Contribution letters for the year 2021. However, it can be issued upon request only.
You must be a registered parishioner using Parish envelopes to receive this letter. The Parish envelope number identifies
your contribution records. The Parish Office is open on Monday through Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm
Please call the Parish office (415-334-4646) a week ahead before dropping by to collect this letter. Thank you.

SECOND COLLECTION
Today’s second collection is for
Music Ministry of St. John the
Evangelist.
Thank you for your continued generous support.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTION
COLECTA DE LA SEMANA PASADA
January 10th - January 16th, 2022

Weekend Offering……...$ 2,122.00

As Jesus stands in the synagogue, he reads from the scroll handed to him; it contains the words of the prophet Isaiah. At
this early moment in his ministry, Jesus announces his mission in continuity with Israel's prophetic tradition. This reading
from Isaiah defines Jesus' ministry. We will find more evidence of this as we continue to read from Luke's Gospel throughout the year. Jesus' ministry will include bringing glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, healing to the sick, freedom to
the oppressed, and proclaiming a year acceptable to the Lord. Jesus not only announces God's salvation, he brings this
salvation about in his person. Jesus is Yahweh's Anointed One, filled with the Spirit of God. The Kingdom of God is now at
hand. It is made present in Jesus, in his life, death, and Resurrection. Jesus will send the Holy Spirit so that the Kingdom
of God can be fulfilled. The Holy Spirit is Jesus' gift to the Church. The Holy Spirit enables the Church to continue the
mission of Jesus. When we do what Jesus did—bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, healing to the sick, and
freedom to the oppressed—we serve the Kingdom of God.
In the first reading, Ezra gets a strange reaction from the people to whom he reads the book of the law. First they lie down,
with faces to the ground, and then they all are weeping. Remember the background of this reading. The people of Israel
had returned from exile and needed to become a unified nation. Many probably didn't know that they had been breaking
the law. Others might have been overwhelmed with all the requirements of the law. Ezra and Nehemiah console the people
by reminding them that their return makes this a day "holy to the LORD" (Nehemiah 8:10). He adds that they would get
strength from "rejoicing in the LORD." That may be good advice for us also. We might find ourselves so trapped in sin that
we think we could never be forgiven. We need to remember that Jesus loved sinners so much, he gave his life on the
cross to free us from sin. No sin can be so bad that God's love cannot forgive it. In fact, the more I have to repent, the more
God wants to forgive. So we can rejoice in the Lord's forgiveness and the Spirit will give us the strength to change our
lives. And what about those who find the law overwhelming? That can be because we have forgotten Jesus' saying that all
of God's laws are contained in the command to love God and love our neighbor as we love ourselves. The more we come
to accept God's presence in our lives and see God in others, the easier it becomes to keep the law of love.
The church is like a human body. It is one individual organism made up of many different parts that serve a wide variety of
functions. All those functions matter. Nobody should decide they don't like their gift or their role in the church and try to quit.
The body needs each member to do its part in order to work properly. We must respect and value each other for the vital
roles we serve in the church.

